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Ky. GOP 
leaders 
decide to 
adjourn 
for a week 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS AND 
JACK BRAMMER 


ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 
jbrammer@herald-leader.com 


As the coronavirus 
spreads across Kentucky, 
state Republican leaders 
decided late Thursday to 
adjourn this year’s law- 
making session until March 
26. 

Senate President Robert 
Stivers said lawmakers will 
work that day and then 
come back April 1 to pass a 
budget out of both chambers 
and send it to the governor. 

Lawmakers then would 
come back April 14 and 15 to 
consider any gubernatorial 
vetoes, he said, while con- 
tinuing to monitor CO- 
VID-19. 

In a floor speech, Stivers, 
R-Manchester, said the 
legislature wants to main- 
tain its constitutional rights 
to consider any vetoes. 

He noted that other feder- 
al and state leaders like 
President Trump, Congres- 
sional leaders and Kentucky 
Gov. Andy Beshear have not 
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Experts: 
Rural 
hospitals 
unprepared 
for virus 


BY WILL WRIGHT AND BILL 
ESTEP 


wwright@herald-leader.com 
bestep@herald-leader.com 


Kentucky’s rural hospitals 
will be unable to handle a 
large influx of serious coro- 
navirus cases, particularly 
those requiring an intensive 
care unit, in the event of a 
major outbreak, according 
to Ty Borders, the director 
of UK’s Rural and Under- 
served Health Research 
Center. 

Borders, who also serves 
as an endowed chair in 
rural health policy for the 
Foundation for a Healthy 
Kentucky, said the state’s 
rural hospitals do not have 
enough specialist physi- 
cians, intensive care unit 
beds or other equipment 
that would be necessary to 


Ky. has 12 new virus 
cases, second death 


BY ALEX ACQUISTO 
aacquisto@herald-leader.com 


Kentucky Gov. Andy Be- 
shear signed an executive 
order Thursday banning all 
gatherings, including church 
services, to help slow the 
state’s growing number of 
COVID-19 cases. 

“We can’t be doing that 
anywhere,” Beshear said of 
gathering in groups. “All gath- 
erings where people come 
together are closed.” 

The governor also an- 


nounced a second Kentuckian 
has died from COVID-19- 
related causes, and confirmed 
12 new cases of the novel coro- 
navirus, bringing the state’s 
total to 47. 

The 64-year-old male from 
Jefferson County, died on 
March 13, “but the testing has 
now come back,” Beshear said 
in an afternoon Capitol news 
conference. 

Beshear said new cases of 
the viral respiratory illness 
included a 6-year-old in Jef- 
ferson County. 

The cases, which range in 


adult age from 27 to 73, are 
spread across Jefferson, 
Fayette, Christian, Harrison, 
Daviess, Henderson, Warren, 
Pulaski and Kenton counties. 

“This is one of those times 
where we’re going to have to 
breath a little bit,” Beshear 
said. “We know we’re going to 
see new cases every day.” 

The Christian County case is 
a 61-year-old woman, who is 
now in self-isolation and “ex- 
periencing mild symptoms,” 
Christian County Public 
Health Director Kayla Bebout 
said in a Thursday afternoon 


news conference, adding that 
the woman’s test was pro- 
cessed by a commercial lab. 
Beshear said there are now 
eight labs across Kentucky 
capable of processing CO- 
VID-19 tests. 

The other two western Ken- 
tucky cases — a 51-year-old 
male in Daviess County and a 
63-year-old woman in neigh- 
boring Henderson county — 
are unrelated, Clay Horton, 
public health director for the 
Green River District Health 
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People applaud Wednesday as departing medical workers enter Wuhan Tianhe International Airport in Wuhan. Chinese authorities said 
Thursday that the city and its surrounding province had no new COVID-19 cases to report. 


$1 trillion package with 
family aid takes shape 


BY ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell proposed 
direct payments of $1,200 per 
person and $2,400 for couples 
as part of a sweeping Repub- 
lican response to the coro- 
navirus outbreak, according to 
a copy of the legislation ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press. 

The GOP leader unveiled his 


raced to craft a $1 trillion res- 
cue package to shore up 
households, healthcare and 
the U.S. economy amid the 
pandemic crisis and nation- 
wide shutdown that’s hurtling 
the country toward a likely 
recession. 

“We need to take bold and 
swift action as soon as pos- 
sible,” McConnell, announcing 
his plan on the Senate floor. 

It’s an opening salvo in fast- 
track talks with Democrats as 
President Donald Trump urges 


spond as Americans reel from 
the crisis. 

Keeping paychecks flowing 
for idled workers as jobless 
claims skyrocket is a top pri- 
ority for both the Republican 
and Democratic plans emerg- 
ing from Congress. 

McConnell’s proposal aligns 
with the Trump administra- 
tion’s push to swiftly send 
checks to American house- 
holds. 

Under the GOP leader’s 
plan, the aid would be phased 


$75,000 for individuals and 
$150,000 per couple. Addi- 
tionally, there would be $500 
payments for each child. 

But Democrats have their 
own proposals for ushering aid 
to Americans, and even 
McConnell’s GOP senators 
panned Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin’s idea of di- 
rect checks of $3,000 fora 
family of four — preferring 
instead to use the federal dol- 
lars to keep workers who are 
asked to stay home on the 
business payrolls. 

“What I want is income, not 
one check,” said Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., summing up 
the views of some exiting a 
long, private meeting of GOP 
senators on Capitol Hill. One 
or two checks “makes no sense 
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